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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

WESTERN ZONE BENCH AT PUNE 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 214 OF 2024 (WZ) 

[EARLIER ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 1231/2024 (PB)] 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

News item titled “Dead fish found floating in Mula River raises alarm” 

appearing in the Hindustan Times dated 23.09.2024  

AFFIDAVIT IN REPLY ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 7 (PMRDA) 

I, Anita Kulkarni, Occupation: Service, currently working as Superintending 

Engineer(I.c), Pune Metropolitan Region Development Authority (PMRDA), 

having office at New Administration Building, PCNTDA, Opp. Akurdi Railway 

Station Road, Nigdi, Pune – 411044, Respondent No. 7 herein, being duly 

authorized and conversant with the records and facts of the present case, do hereby 

solemnly state and affirm on oath as under:  

I. PRELIMINARY SUBMISSIONS & STATUTORY JURISDICTION OF 

PMRDA: 

1.1 Impleadment & Compliance with Notice: 

The answering Respondent No. 7 (PMRDA) submits that vide Order dated 

10.07.2026 passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal, PMRDA was directed to be impleaded 

as Respondent No. 7 in the present Original Application. A copy of the Notice along 

with the Order dated 10.07.2026 is annexed herewith and marked as Exhibit ‘A’. 

The present Affidavit in Reply is filed in compliance with the said directions to 

place on record the proactive measures, actions initiated, and the proposed 

timeline/PERT Chart for pollution abatement within PMRDA limits.  

1.2 Jurisdiction & River Stretch Overview: 

Respondent No. 7 submits that the river courses within the territorial limits of the 

Pune Metropolitan Region Development Authority cover substantial lengths, 

namely:  

 Mula River: Stretches across 33 km within PMRDA limits.

 Mutha River: Stretches across 21 km within PMRDA limits.
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 Mula-Mutha River (Combined): Stretches across 53 km within PMRDA

limits.

 In total, river pollution abatement and environmental protection works are

proposed across an aggregate length of 107 km flowing through the

PMRDA jurisdiction.

1.3 Statutory Role & Functional Domain: 

Respondent No. 7 is a regional planning and development authority. While the 

immediate municipal areas, localized nallas, and internal urban drainage fall within 

the statutory domain of PMC (Respondent No.1) and PCMC (Respondent No.6), 

PMRDA is committed to ensuring regional-level interception, prevention, and 

treatment of sewage emanating from developing peri-urban nodes, rural stretches, 

and peripheral growth centers to maintain the ecological flow and water quality of 

the river systems.  

II. COMPREHENSIVE ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN BY PMRDA:

2.1 Undertaking of the River Pollution Abatement Project: 

To systematically arrest the flow of untreated domestic wastewater into the rivers 

and to remediate polluted stretches, PMRDA has formally conceptualized and 

undertaken the macro-project titled “Project River Pollution Abatement for 

Mula-Mutha River under the Jurisdiction of PMRDA”.  

2.2 Scope of Works and Project Outlay: 

The project encompasses river rejuvenation, interception and diversion of open 

drains/nallas, construction of decentralized and centralized Sewage Treatment 

Plants (STPs), laying of interceptor trunk mains, and in-situ ecological restoration 

across the entire 107 km river network within PMRDA limits. The total estimated 

cost of this comprehensive project is approximately Rs. 500 Crores.  

2.3 Appointment of Project Management Consultant (PMC): 

In order to carry out detailed ground-level engineering surveys, prepare the Detailed 

Project Report (DPR), draft tender documents, obtain statutory approvals, and 

supervise project execution, PMRDA has initiated the procurement process for 

appointing a Project Management Consultant:  
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 Publication of Tender: The e-tender notice for the appointment of the PMC

was published on 11.08.2026. A copy of the Tender Notice is annexed

herewith as Exhibit ‘B’.

 Bid Opening: The technical bids were opened on 08.09.2026.

 Response: Four (4) reputed bidders participated and submitted their bids. A 

copy of the bid submission and opening record is annexed herewith as

Exhibit ‘C’.

 Current Status: Technical scrutiny of the bids is currently in progress.

Following the evaluation of technical bids, the financial proposals will be

scrutinized, and the work order for the consultant will be issued

expeditiously.

III. LONG-TERM MEASURES & PERT TIMELINE:

3.1 In compliance with paragraph 7 of the order dated 10.07.2026 directing 

Respondent No. 7 to submit timelines and a PERT chart for short-term and long-

term measures, the details are submitted as under:  

A. Long-Term Measures: 

1. Finalization and appointment of the Project Management Consultant

(PMC).

2. Preparation of the Comprehensive Detailed Project Report (DPR),

topographic surveys, baseline flow modeling, and cost estimation for the

Rs. 500 Crore project.

3. Lum/ Sum type tendering, work award, and construction of Sewage

Treatment Plants (STPs), pumping stations, and interceptor sewer pipelines

across 107 km of river stretches.
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B. Milestone Timetable / PERT Schedule: 

Milestone Activity Description Estimated 

Duration 

e.g. __ 

weeks 

Target 

Completion e.g. 

Expected Month 

and Year 

M-1 Completion of Technical 

Scrutiny & Opening of 

Financial Bids for PMC  

4 weeks November 2026 

M-2 Issuance of Work Order & 

Mobilization of Consultant  

6 weeks December 2026 

M-3 Preparation of Detail project 

report along with geotechnical 

surveys 

16 weeks 
(After Issue 
of work 
order) 

April 2027 

M-4 Preliminary Drawing/ Design 
[Detailed Design to proceed 
concurrently] and approval 
from Competent Authorities 
and technical sanction DTP. 

8 weeks June 2027 

M-5 Bid Process Management 8 weeks August 2027 

M-6 Execution 156 weeks  August 2030 

IV. CLARIFICATIONS ON SUO MOTU COGNIZANCE & JOINT

COMMITTEE REPORT: 

4.1 The Joint Committee Report dated 09.07.2026 indicated that water samples 

collected from locations A to F upstream of the Pimple Nilakh Crematorium 

revealed high organic pollution and severe depletion of dissolved oxygen caused by 

the discharge of untreated domestic sewage, leading to the fish mortality reported 

in the Hindustan Times dated 23.09.2024.  

4.2 It is respectfully submitted that Pimple Nilakh and its immediate riverbanks fall 

predominantly within the municipal jurisdiction of PCMC. However, recognizing 

that the river is a contiguous natural ecosystem, PMRDA has proactively 
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